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Omicron spreads global gloom over New Year’s celebrations

From Front

By RAF CASERT

Associated Press

BRUSSELS (AP) — As omi-
cron spreads ever more
gloom around the globe
ahead of New Year's Eve,
governments are moving
at different speeds to con-
tain the scourge, with some
reimposing restrictions im-
mediately and others hesi-
tating to spoil the party
again.

In Britain, where the highly
contagious variant of the
coronavirus has sent case-
loads soaring to record
highs, Health Secretary So-
jid Javid said Monday no
further restrictions will be
infroduced in England be-
fore the new year. New dai-
ly infections in England are
hovering around 100,000,
and hospital  admissions
were up more than 70% on
Christmas from a week ear-
lier.

“"When we get into the new
year, of course, we will see
then if we do need to take
any further measures, but
nothing more until then, at
least,” Javid said.
Elsewhere in the United
Kingdom, though, night-
clubs have been ordered
closed and limits on gath-
erings imposed in Scot-
land, Northern Ireland and
Wales, leaving the country
divided in its approach to
the crisis.

The Netherlands, mean-
while, has already shut
down all nonessential
stores, restaurants and
bars and extended the
school holidays in what

largely amounts to a new
lockdown. In  Belgium,
new measures went info
effect Monday and over
the weekend: Shopping in
large groups was banned,
and movie theaters and
concert halls closed in the
middle of the holiday sea-
son.

Dr. Anthony Fauci, the top U.S. infectious disease expert, wears a face mask as he arrives for the
the White House COVID-19 Response Team'’s regular call with the National Governors Association
in the South Court Auditorium in the Eisenhower Executive Office Building on the White House
Campus, Monday, Dec. 27, 2021, in Washington.

In France, Prime Minister
Jean Castex announced
a set of restrictions set to
kick in next week, after
New Year's. Among them:
Big events will be limited to
2,000 people indoors and
5,000 outdoors; eating and
drinking will be banned in
theaters, at sports venues
and on public tfranspor-
tation; and working from
home will be mandatory
at least three days a week
for employees whose jobs
make it possible.

Also, a bill will be voted on
in France next month fo cre-
ate a vaccine pass that will
allow only inoculated peo-
ple to enter public places,
including restaurants, bars
and movie theaters.

The measures come af-
ter France recorded more
than 100,000 COVID-19
infections in a single day
for the first fime in the pan-
demic.

Inthe U.S., the Biden admin-
istration has strongly em-
phasized the importance
of vaccinations, boosters

and rapid testing, while
New York City's sweeping
mandate requiring near-
ly all businesses, big and
small, to bar unvaccinated
employees from the work-
place took effect Monday.
It was announced three
weeks ago, soon after omi-
cron gained a foothold in
the U.S.

The top U.S. infectious-dis-
ease expert, Dr. Anthony
Fauci, warned that with
omicron, “it's going to get
worse before it gets bet-
ter,” and he said authoritfies
should seriously consider re-
quiring that domestic airline
passengers be vaccinated.
"When you make vaccino-
tion a requirement, that's
another incenfive to get
more people vaccinated,”
Fauci told MSNBC.

The Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention on
Monday cut isolatfion re-
strictions for people who
have the virus, saying it's
in line with the science of
when people are most in-
fectious and could also

Associated Press

help industries continue to
function as cases surge.
“We want to make sure
there is a mechanism by
which we can safely con-
finue to keep society func-
fioning while following the
science,” CDC Director
Rochelle Walensky told The
Associated Press.

Omicron has forced thou-
sands of flight cancella-
fions and delays around
the globe because of staff-
ing shortages linked to the
virus, scrambling travelers’
holiday plans.

FlightAware, a flight-track-
ing website, counted more
than 2,700 cancellations
worldwide by Monday
evening in Europe — about
1,100 of them within, into or
out of the U.S.

Despite the variant’s ex-
fraordinary ability to infect
people, early indications
are that it might cause
milder illness than previous
versions. That uncertainty
is keeping governments
guessing and resulting in
widely varying strategies for

beating back the surge.

In Greece, authorities an-
nounced additional restric-
fions — also effective after
New Year's — after record-
ing ifs highest-ever one-
day ftotal of new infections,
nearly 9,300.

Health Minister Thanos Plev-
ris said that starting Jan. 3,
high-protection or double
masks will be mandatory at
supermarkets and on pub-
lic transportation; enter-
tainment venues will close
at midnight, and capacity
will be cut to 10% at soc-
cer stadiums, among other
measures.

In Poland, a natfion of 38
million where the daily
death toll now often fops
500, now-closed nightclubs
will be allowed to reopen
on New Year's Eve, with the
government unwilling to go
against the will of the many
voters opposed to restric-
fions and mandatory vac-
cinations.

And despite the highest
death toll from COVID-19 in
Europe, Russia willring in the
new year with little if any
restrictions. Many precau-
fions will be lifted during the
holiday period that runs for
10 days starting New Year's
Eve. Russia also will not im-
pose any additional travel
curbs.

The official Rosstat statis-
tical agency estimated
that between April 2020
and October 2021, Russia
had 537,000 virus-related
deaths.

In Belgium, the move to
close theaters and arts
centers came in for espe-
cially heavy crificism.

"We need it also for our
mental health. It is the only
way for people fo live ex-
periences, to fell stories. It is
of paramount importance
for us fo be open in these
complicated and complex
fimes,” said Michael De
Kok, artistic director of the
Flemish Royal Theatre. ]
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CDC recommends shorter COVID isolation, quarantine for all

By MIKE STOBBE

AP Medical Writer

NEW YORK (AP) — U.S.
health officials on Monday
cut isolation restrictions for
Americans who catch the
coronavirus from 10 to five
days, and similarly short-
ened the tfime that close
contacts need to quaran-
fine. Centers for Disease
Confrol and Prevention of-
ficials said the guidance
is in keeping with growing
evidence that people with
the coronavirus are most
infectious in the two days
before and three days af-
ter symptoms develop.

The decision also was driv-
en by arecent surge in CO-
VID-19 cases, propelled by
the omicron variant.

Early research suggests
omicron may cause milder
ilnesses than earlier ver-
sions of the coronavirus.
But the sheer number of
people becoming infected
— and therefore having
to isolate or quarantine —
threatens to crush the abil-
ity of hospitals, airlines and
other businesses to stay
open, experts say.

CDC Director Rochelle
Walensky said the country
is about to see a lot of omi-
cron cases.

“Noft all of those cases are
going to be severe. In fact
many are going fo be as-

ymptomatic,” she told The
Associated Press on Mon-
day. “We want to make
sure there is a mechanism
by which we can safely
continue to keep society
functioning while following
the science.”

Last week, the agency
loosened rules that previ-
ously called on health care
workers to stay out of work
for 10 days if they test posi-
five. The new recommen-
dations said workers could
go back to work after sev-
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en days if they test negao-
five and don't have symp-
toms. And the agency said
isolation time could be cut
fo five days, or even fewer,
if there are severe staffing
shortages. Now, the CDC
is changing the isolation
and quarantine guidance
for the general public to be
even less stringent.

The guidance is not a man-
date; it's a recommendo-
fion to employers and state
and local officials. Last
week, New York state said

A middle school principal walks the empty halls of his school as he speaks with one of his teachers
to get an update on her COVID-19 symptoms, Friday, Aug., 20, 2021, in Wrightsville, Ga.
Associated Press

it would expand on the
CDC's guidance for health-
care workers to include
employees who have other
critical jobs that are facing
a severe staffing shortage.
It's possible other states will
seek to shorten their isola-
tion and quarantine poli-
cies, and CDC is trying to
get out ahead of the shift.
“It would be helpful to have
uniform CDC guidance”
that others could draw
from, rather than a mish-
mash of policies, Walensky

said. The CDC's guidance
on isolation and quaran-
fine has seemed confus-
ing fo the public, and the
new recommendations
are "happening at a time
when more people are
testing positive for the first
time and looking for guid-
ance,” said Lindsay Wiley,
an  American  University
public health law expert.
Nevertheless, the guidance
continues to be complex.
ISOLATION

The isolation rules are for
people who are infected.
They are the same for peo-
ple who are unvaccinated,
partly  vaccinated, fully
vaccinated or boosted.
They say:

—The clock starts the day
you test posifive.

—An  infected person
should go info isolations
for five days, instead of the
previously recommended
10.

—At the end of five days,
if you have no symptoms,
you can return to normal
activities but must wear a
mask everywhere — even
at home around others —
for at least five more days.
—If you still have symptoms
after isolating for five days,
stay home until you feel
better and then start your
five days of wearing a mask
at all times.

Officials: Nearly 25% of Navy warship crew has COVID-19

By LOLITA C. BALDOR

Associated Press

WASHINGTON (AP) — About
two dozen sailors on a U.S. Navy
warship — or roughly 25% of the
crew — have now tested positive
for COVID-19, keeping the ship
sidelined in port at Naval Station
Guantanamo Bay in Cuba Mon-
day, according to U.S. defense
officials.

The USS Milwaukee has a crew
of a bit more than 100, and it
was forced to pause its deploy-
ment late last week because of
the coronavirus outbreak. The
defense officials, who spoke on
condifion of anonymity fo dis-
cuss details of the outbreak, said
the number of infected sailors is
staying relatively constant at this
point.

The USS Milwaukee, a smaller,
stealthier combat ship, is the first
Navy ship this year to have to in-
terrupt its deployment at sea.

It began its deployment from Na-
val Stafion Mayport in Jackson-
ville, Florida, on Dec. 14, and had
stopped for a scheduled port visit.
The ship was heading into the U.S.
Southern Command region.
Another warship, meanwhile, had
to postpone its movement out fo
sea earlier this month due to a
separate outbreak.

Navy Cmdr. Sean Robertson,
spokesman for 3rd Fleet, said the
USS Halsey, a destroyer, delayed
its homeport move from Pearl Har-
bor, in Hawaii, fo San Diego be-
cause a significant number of the
crew became infected with CO-
VID-19. The ship was finally able
to leave Hawaii on Sunday. The
move is not a deployment, but a
transfer fo a new home station for
the crew.

A Navy official said roughly one-
third of the Halsey crew tested
positive for the virus, and most
had only mild symptoms or none

at all. A destroyer has about 300
crew members. The official spoke
on condifion of anonymity to pro-
vide details on the crew impact.
Robertson said the crew was
nearly 100% vaccinated and
no one was taken to the hospi-
tal. Vaccine booster shots were
made available for the crew.
Robertson also said some of the
samples have been tested and all
were the omicron variant.

The Navy said in a statement Fri-
day that the USS Milwaukee’s
crew was “100% immunized” and
that all of those who fested posi-
tive for COVID-19 were being iso-
lated on the ship away from other
crew members.

The U.S. officials said Monday that
the Navy believes the total vacci-
nation of the crew is the key fac-
tor in controlling the outbreak.
According to the Navy's state-
ment, “a portion” of those infect-
ed are having mild symptoms,

and the specific variant is not yet
known. COVID-19 cases have
surged across the country as a re-
sult of the highly contagious omi-
cron variant.

Other Navy ships were sidelined
during the early months of the vi-
rus outbreak last year.

The first major military outbreak of
the virus happened early last year
on a Navy warship, the USS Theo-
dore Roosevelt, an aircraft carrier
that was operating in the Pacific.
The Roosevelt was sidelined in
Guam for nearly two months, and
more than 1,000 of the 4,800 crew
members tfested positive. One
sailor died, and the entire crew
went through weeks of quaran-
tine in a rotation that kept enough
sailors on the ship to keep it safe
and running.

According to the latest data re-
leased by the Navy, more than
98% of all active-duty sailors have
been fully vaccinated.[
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Snow blasts Callfornla cmd freezes Pacific Northwest

SAN FRANCISCO (AP) —
Blowing snow in mountains
of Northern California and
Nevada closed key high-
ways, while an arctic blast
brought frigid tempero-
tures to the Pacific North-
west and unusually warm
weather settled over parts
of Texas and the Southeast.
At Donner Pass in the Sier-
ra, officials with the Univer-
sity of California, Berkeley's
Central Sierra Snow Labo-
ratory on Monday said re-
cent snowfall has smashed
the snowiest December
record of 179 inches (4.6
meters), set in 1970. The
record is now 193.7 inches
(4.9 meters) as more snow
is expected.

The Northstar  California
Resort in Truckee closed its
mountain operatfions on
Monday amid blizzard con-
difions. The ski resort has
received more than 6 feet
(1.8 meters) of snow over
the last 48 hours, according
to the resort’'s Facebook
post.

Search and rescue crews
are looking for a missing ski-
er who was last seen Safur-
day morning on a lift at the
skiresort, KCRA reported.
The snowpack in the Sierra
was at dangerously low
levels after recent weeks of
dry weather but the state
Department of Water Re-
sources reported on Mon-
day that the snowpack was
between 145% and 161% of
normal across the range
with more snow expected.
In the Pacific Northwest,
emergency warming shel-

A vehicle sits stuck in the snow along Brunswick Road and Sutton Way Monday morning, Dec. 27,

2021, in Grass Valley, Calif.

ters were opened through-
out western Washington
and Oregon as tempero-
fures plunged into the
teens and forecasters said
an arcfic blast would last
for several days. Sunday's
snow showers blew into the
Pacific Northwest from the
Gulf of Alaska, dumping up
to 6 inches (15 centimeters)
across the Seattle area.

More than a foot (0.3 me-
ters) was reported near Port
Angeles across the Puget
Sound on the Olympic Pen-
insula. Portland, Oregon,
also received snowfall.
Frigid temperatures in the
region could tie or break
records in the coming days.
The National Weather Ser-

vice said Seattle’s low Sun-
day was 20 degrees F (-6.7
C), breaking a mark set in
1948. Bellingham was 9 de-
grees F (-12. 8C), three de-
grees colder than the pre-
vious record setin 1971.
State officials in Oregon
have declared an emer-
gency. In  Multhomah
County — home to Portland
— six severe weather shel-
ters are open with plans
to open additional sites,
including at the Oregon
Convention Center. Seattle
city leaders also opened
at least six severe weather
shelters starting Saturday
through at least Wednes-
day.

In Nevada, freezing air

Associated Press

and blinding snow blasted
across the northern part
of the state on Monday,
affecting travel and busi-
ness, closing Sierra Nevada
highway passes, delaying
airport flights and shutting
state offices.

Interstate 80 remained
closed due to poor visibility
and heavy snow from the
Nevada state line to Plac-
er County, California. An
avalanche blocked a state
route that connects Tahoe
City to some ski resorfs in
Olympic Valley and au-
thorities urged motorists to
avoid nonessential fravel.
Several flights were can-
celed or delayed at Reno-
Tahoe International Airport

and at Harry Reid Interna-
tional Airport in Las Vegas,
where skies were clear but
nearby mountains were
capped by snow.

Nevada Gov. Steve Sisolak
ordered nonessential state
workers other than public
safety and corrections per-
sonnel to remain home due
fo the storm.

Weather and fravel adviso-
ries stretched to northeast
Nevada and Elko due to
the possibility of blowing
and drifting snow.

The storms that have been
pummeling California and
Nevada in recent days also
brought rain and snow to
Arizona.

A record inch of rain in one
day wasreported af the air-
port in Phoenix Friday when
11 inches (28 centimeters)
of snow fell at the Arizona
Snowbowl ski resort just out-
side Flagstaff. Another 6
inches (15 centimeters) of
snow were recorded in the
24 hours ending Monday
morning.

Temperatures were unsea-
sonably warm in parts of
the Southern Plains, includ-
ing in Arkansas, where sev-
eral cities broke records on
Christmas Day for daily high
temperatures.

But forecasters warned that
severe storms were possible
midweek when a storm
system moves through the
Deep South, with Alabama
and Mississippi at greatest
risk for bad weather, ac-
cording fo the Storm Pre-
diction Center in Norman,
Oklahoma.d

A pile of rubble is all that is left after the removal of the pedestal
that once held the statue of Confederate General Robert E. Lee
on Monument Ave., Thursday Dec. 23, 2021, in Richmond, Va.

By SARAH RANKIN
Associated Press
RICHMOND, Va. (AP)
Crews wrapping up the
removal Monday of a gi-
ant pedestal that once

Associated Press

held a stafue of Confed-
erate Gen. Robert E. Lee
in Richmond found what
appeared to be a sec-
ond and long-sought-after
fime capsule, Virginia Gov.

Again, crews find apparent time
capsule at Lee statue site

Ralph Northam said.

The governor tweeted
photos of a box being re-
moved from the site and
said conservators  were
studying the artifact. “They
found it! This is likely the
time capsule everyone was
looking for,” he tweeted.
The governor said the box
would not be opened Mon-
day. It wasn't immediately
clear what kind of condi-
tion any contents might
be in. The development
marked the latest turn in a
months-long search for the
capsule, which contempo-

raneous news accounts in-
dicate was placed during
a cornerstone-laying cer-
emony in 1887 attended
by thousands of people.
News accounts described
its dozens of donated arti-
facts, including Confeder-
ate  memorabilia. Based
on historical records, some
have also speculated the
capsule might contain a
rare photo of deceased
President Abraham Lincoln.
Earlier this month, crews
dismantling the pedestal
found a time capsule em-
bedded in a granite block

that some inifially thought
might have been the one
placed in 1887. But after
state conservators spent
hours last week gingerly
prying the box open, they
didn't find the expected
frove of objects related to
the Confederacy. Instead,
conservators pulled out a
few waterlogged books, a
silver coin and an envelope
with some papers.The pre-
vailing theory last week was
that the lead box was left
by a person — or persons
— who oversaw the monu-
ment’s construction.[]
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Iran presses on oil exports as nuclear talks resume

By ALEX SCHULLER and GEIR
MOULSON

Associated Press

VIENNA (AP) — Negotiators
from Iran and five world
powers resumed negotia-
fions Monday on restoring
Tehran’s tattered 2015 nu-
clear deal, with Iran insist-
ing that the United States
and its allies promise to al-
low it to export its crude oil.
The latest round of talks in
Vienna, the eighth, opened
10 days after negotiations
were adjourned for the Iro-
nion negotiator fo return
home for consultations. The
previous round, the first af-
ter a more than five-month
gap caused by the arrival
of a new hard-line govern-
ment in Iran, was marked
by tensions over new Iro-
nian demands.

“If we work hard in the
days and weeks ahead,
we should have a positive
result,” Enrique Mora, the
European Union diplomat
who chaired the talks, said
after the opening session.
But “it's going to be very
hard difficult political deci-
sions have to be taken.”
Tehran's landmark accord
with world powers Britain,
France, Germany, the U.S.,
Russia and China granted
Iran sanctions relief in ex-
change for curbs on its nu-
clear program.

But in 2018, then-President
Donald Trump withdrew

Palais Coburg, where closed-door nuclear talks take place in Vienna, Austria, Dec. 17, 2021.

America from the deal and
imposed sweeping sanc-
fions on Iran, including
against its oil sector the life-
line of its economy. Iran’s
crude exports plummeted
and international oil com-
panies scrapped deals
with Tehran, weakening ifs
economy.

The other signatories
stfruggled to keep alive
the agreement, formally
known as the Joint Com-
prehensive Plan of Action.
The United States is par-
ficipating only indirectly in
this year's talks to restore
the deal, which President
Joe Biden has signaled he
wants o rejoin.

Speaking in Tehran ahead
of the talks’ resumption,
Foreign Minister Hossein
Amirabdollahian said Iran
wants the upcoming round
of talks to focus on its sanc-
tions-hit oil industry. The aim
is fo get to the “point where
Iranian oil is being sold eas-
ily and without any barri-
ers and its money arrives in
Iran’s bank accounts,” he
said. Amirabdollahian said
Iran wanted to “be able to
enjoy full economic con-
cessions under the nuclear
deal.” “Guarantee and
verification (of the removal
of sanctions) are among
topics that we have fo-
cused on,” he said.

Associated Press

The new administration of
Iranian President Ebrahim
Raisi has repeatedly de-
manded the removal of all
economic sanctions be-
fore Iran reins in its nuclear
advances.

Separately on Monday,
Iranian  Foreign  Ministry
spokesman Saeed Khati-
bzadeh said it would be
“intolerable” for the West
to demand anything from
Tehran beyond compli-
ance with the original deal.
Iran has steadily aban-
doned all of the accord’s
limits since the American
withdrawal and is now en-
riching uranium to 60% pu-
rity a short, technical step

from weapons-grade lev-
els. It spins ever-more ad-
vanced centrifuges also
barred by the deal.

Iran insists that its nuclear
program is peaceful. But
the country’s significant nu-
clear steps have alarmed
regional foes like Israel and
world powers. Diplomats
have warned that time is
running out to restore the
deal as Iran maintains a
hard line in putting the onus
on the U.S. to liff sanctions.
Foreign Minister Yair Lapid
of Israel, which fiercely op-
posed the 2015 deal, re-
peated his country’s vow
that Iran will never get a
nuclear weapon.
“Certainly we prefer to act
through international co-
operation, but if necessary
we will defend ourselves, by
ourselves,” he said, a veiled
threat of unilateral military
action against Iran’s nucle-

ar program.
Diplomats from the three
European powers have

said that time is running out
for a successful conclusion

to the talks.
And Russian  delegate
Mikhail Ulyanov tweeted

after the resumption of the
talks was announced that
"we need to orient our-
selves fowards successful
completfion of the talks as
soon as possible, preferably
by the beginning of Febru-
ary.” 4

Thousands

JERUSALEM (AP) — A bird
flu outbreak in northern
Israel has killed at least
5,200 migratory cranes and
forced farmers to slaughter
hundreds of thousands of
chickens as authorifies fry
fo contain what they say is
the deadliest wildlife disas-
terin the nation’s history.
Uri Naveh, a senior scien-
tist at the Israel Parks and
Nature Authority, said the
sifuation is not yet under
conftrol.

“"Many of the birds are
dead in the middle of the
water body so it's difficult
for them to be taken out.”
he said Monday.
Environmental Protection
Minister Tamar Zandberg
called the crisis “the most
serious damage fto wildlife

of cranes killed by bird

in the history of the coun-
fry.”

“The extent of the damage
is still unclear,” she tweet-
ed.

Yaron Michaeli, spokes-
man for the Hula Lake park,
where the crane popula-
fion is centered, said work-
ers were removing the car-
casses as quickly as pos-
sible, fearing they could
infect other wildlife.

Dafna Yurista, spokeswom-
an for the Agriculture Minis-
try, said half a million chick-
ens in the area were being
slaughtered to prevent the
disease from spreading.
About 500,000 cranes pass
through Israel each year
on the way to Africa and a
small number stay behind,
Michaeli said. This year, an

estimated 30,000 cranes
stayed in Israel for the win-
ter.

Michaeli said it is believed
that the cranes were in-
fected by smaller birds that
had contact with farms suf-
fering from outbreaks.
Israelimedia carried photos
of workers in white hazmat
suits collecting crane car-
casses after the birds were
first found to be sick about
10 days ago.

Michaeli said the death toll
among cranes appears to
have stabilized in recent
days.

“This is a good sign,” he
said. “They might be start-
ing to get over this. We
hope very much.”

Prime Minister Naftali Ben-
nett's office said officials

flu in northern Israel

area in northern Israel, Saturday, Dec. 25, 2021.
Associated Press

from the agriculture, envi-
ronment and health min-
istries were monitoring the
situation. There was no im-
mediate information about
infections among people, it

said.

The cleanup is going more
slowly than expected. “We
are trying to see if there's
any other solutions,” Naveh
said.d
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Changes to Belarusian Constitution may extend leader’s rule

By YURAS KARMANAU
Associated Press

KYIV, Ukraine (AP) — Belar-
us' authorities on Monday
released a draft document
proposing amendments to
the country's constitution
that may allow authoritar-
ian President Alexander
Lukashenko to further ce-
ment his grip on power
after months of mass pro-
tests and remain in office
until 2035. The proposed
amendments are  pub-
lished on the president’s of-
ficial website and the web-
site of the state news agen-
cy Belta, and Belarusians
are encouraged to submit
their comments, sugges-
fions and opinions about
the changes.

The amendments bring
back limits on presidential
terms that had been abol-
ished during Lukashenko's
tenure, allowing a president
only two five-year terms in
office. The restriction, how-
ever, will only take effect
once a ‘“newly elected
president” assumes office,
which gives Lukashenko an
opportunity to run for two
more ferms after his current
ferm expires in 2025.
“Lukashenko opened a
path to the presidency for
himself until at least 2035,
when he will be 81 years

Minsk, Belarus, on Nov. 22, 2021.

old,” independent political
analyst Valery Karbalevich
fold The Associated Press.

Other changes to the con-
stitution include extending
the parliament’s term from
four years to five, infroduc-
ing the All-Belarus People’s
Assembly as a new body to
operate in parallel with the
parlioment and granting
former presidents immunity
from prosecution over ac-
fions they took while in of-
fice. The amendments will
be up for a referendum,

In this photo released by the Russian Foreign Ministry Press
Service, Russian Foreign Minister Sergey Lavrov pauses during
his and Brazilian Foreign Minister Carlos Franca’s joint news
conference following their talks in Moscow, Russia, Nov. 30,
2021.

By DASHA LITVINOVA
Associated Press
MOSCOW (AP) — Talks
between Russia and the
United States on Moscow's
demand for Western guar-
antees precluding NATO's
expansion to Ukraine will

Associated Press

start immediately after the
new year holiday period,
Russia’s top diplomat an-
nounced Monday.

“It is with the U.S. that we
will carry out the main work
of negotiations, which will
take place immediately

scheduled for February
2022. They will be consid-
ered approved if more
than 50% vote for them,
with a turnout threshold
at 50%. During his 27 years
leading the former Soviet
republic with an iron fist,
Lukashenko has held three
referendums, abolishing
limits on presidential tferms,
amending the constitution
and bringing back Soviet-
looking state symbols.

Belarus was rocked by
months of unprecedented

Associated Press

mass protests after Lukash-
enko was awarded a sixth
consecutive term in office
in the August 2020 presi-
dential vote, which the
opposition and the West
denounced as a sham.
He responded to the dem-
onstrations with a brutal
crackdown that saw more
than 35,000 people arrest-
ed, thousands beaten by
police and many forced to
seek refuge abroad.

The proposed constitu-
fional changes were being

drafted during the turmoil,
when Lukashenko realized
“that he lost the support of
the majority of the coun-
fry's urban population,”
Karbalevich pointed out.
The new governing body
the All-Belarus People's As-
sembly was designed as a
backup plan for the author-
itarian leader if he is forced
fo step down as president,
the analyst said.
According to the proposed
amendments, a  sitting
president automatically
becomes a delegate of
the 1,200-seat Assembly
and may chair it, if elected
by other delegates.

The new proposed body is
expected to meet af least
once a year and will be
empowered to set policy
directives, draft laws, sug-
gest constitutional chang-
es, elect members of the
country’'s Central Election
Commission and judges
of the country’s highest
courts.

The Assembly can also
green-light deploying Be-
larusian froops abroad if
proposed by the president,
and oust the president if
the leader is found to be in
violation of the constitution
or fo have committed high
freason or another major
crime.

Russian FM: Security talks with US to
start after holidays

after the new year holi-
days end,” Russian Foreign
Minister Sergey Lavrov said
in an interview Monday.
The holidays in Russia will
last for 10 days, through
Jan. 9.

Earlier this month, Moscow
submitted draft security
documents  demanding
that NATO deny mem-
bership to Ukraine and
other former Soviet coun-
fries and roll back the al-
liance’s military deploy-
ments in Central and East-
ern Europe. Washington
and its allies have refused
to provide such pledges,
but said they are ready for
the talks.

The demands, contfained
in a proposed Russia-U.S.
security freaty and a secu-

rity agreement between
Moscow and NATO, were
draffed amid soaring ten-
sions over a Russian troop
buildup near Ukraine that
has stoked fears of a possi-
ble invasion. Russia has de-
nied it has plans to attack
its neighbor but pressed
for legal guarantees that
would rule out NATO ex-
pansion and weapons de-
ployment there.

Lavrov said last week that,
in addition to talks with the
U.S., Moscow will start sep-
arate talks with NATO on
the issue, as well as sepa-
rate negofiations under
the auspices of the Orgo-
nization for Security and
Cooperation in Europe.
Itisimportant that “our pro-
posals aren’t wound up in

endless discussions, which
the West is famous for and
which it knows how to do,
that there is a result of all
these diplomatic efforts,”
Lavrov said Monday.
NATO  Secretary-Gener-
al Jens Stoltenberg has
decided to convene a
meeting of the NATO-Rus-
sia Council on Jan. 12, a
NATO official said Satur-
day, adding that the bloc
was in fouch with Russia
about the meeting.
Kremlin spokesman Dmitry
Peskov on Monday con-
frmed the meeting will
take place, calling talks
with  NATO “important,”
but said the details of the
meeting are “in the works”
and the date is still to be
confirmed. ]
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Myanmar court postpones verdicts in 2nd case against Suu Ky|

By TASSANEE VEJPONGSA
Associated Press
BANGKOK (AP) — A court
in military-ruled Myanmar
postponed its  verdicts
Monday on two charges
against  ousted  leader
Aung San Suu Kyi in which
she is accused of importing
and possessing walkie-talk-
ies without following official
procedures, a legal official
familiar with the case said.
The case in the court in
the capital, Naypyitaw,
is among many brought
against  the 76-year-old
Nobel Peace Prize laure-
ate since the army seized
power on Feb. 1, ousfing
her elected government
and arresting top members
of her National League for
Democracy party.

The court gave no reason
for delaying the verdicts
until Jan. 10, according to
the legal official, who insist-
ed on anonymity for fear of
being punished by the au-
thorities, who have restrict-
ed the release of informa-
fion about Suu Kyi's trials.
Suu Kyi's party won a land-
slide victory in last year's
general election, but the
military said there was wide-
spread electoral fraud, an
assertion that independent
poll watchers doubt.

Suu Kyi's supporters and in-
dependent analysts say all
the charges against her are
politically moftivated and
an attempt to discredit her
and legitimize the military’s
seizure of power while
keeping her from returning
to politics. If found guilty of
all the charges she faces,
she could be sentenced
to more than 100 years in
prison.

Suu Kyi was convicted
on Dec. 6 on two other

charges — incitement and
breaching COVID-19 re-
strictions — and sentenced
to four years’ imprison-
ment. Hours after the sen-
tence was issued, the head
of the military-installed
government, Senior Gen.
Min Aung Hlaing, reduced
it by half. She is being held
by the military at an un-
known location and state
television reported that she
would serve her sentence
there.Suu Kyi has been at-
tending court hearings in
prison clothes — a white
top and a brown longyi skirt
provided by the authorities.
The hearings are closed to
the media and spectators
and the prosecutors do
not comment. Her lawyers,
who had been a source
of information on the pro-
ceedings, were served with
gag orders in October.

A charge under the Ex-
port-Import Law of having
improperly imported the
walkies-talkies was the first
fled against Suu Kyi and
served as the initial justifica-
fion for her continued de-
fention. A second charge
of illegally possessing the
radios was filed the follow-
ing month.

The radios were seized
from the gate of her resi-
dence and the barracks of
her bodyguards during a
search on Feb. 1, the day
she was arrested.

Suu Kyi's lawyers argued
that the radios were not
in her personal possession
and were legitimately used
to help provide for hersecu-
rity, but the court declined
to dismiss the charges.

The court on Monday also
heard video testimony
from the vice chairman of
Suu Kyi's party, Zaw Myint

Maung, in another case
against her involving al-
leged violation of COV-
ID-19 restrictions during last
year's election campaign,
the legal official said.

Zaw Myint Maung, who had
been unable to appear in
court earlier for health reo-
sons, testified that people
had gathered to see her
when she visited Shwe Kyar
Pin Ward during the cam-
paign because they re-
spect her, and it wasn't a
violation of virus restrictions,
the official said.

The offense falls under the
Natural Disaster Manage-
ment Law and the maxi-
mum penalty is three years
in prison and a fine.

She is also being fried in
the same court on five
counts of corruption. The
maximum penalty for each
count is 15 years in prison
and a fine. A sixth corrup-
tion charge, in which Suu
Kyi and ousted President
Win Myint are accused of
granting permits to rent
and buy a helicopter, has
not yet gone to trial.

In separate proceedings,
she is accused of violat-
ing the Official Secrets Act,
which carries a maximum
term of 14 years.
Additional charges were
also added by Myan-
mar's election commis-
sion against Suu Kyi and 15
other politicians in Novem-
ber for alleged fraud in last
year's election. The charg-
es by the military-conftrolled
Union Election Commission
could result in Suu Kyi's
party being dissolved and
unable fo participate in
a new election the mili-
tary has promised will take
place within two years of its
takeover..d

Myanmar’s leader Aung San Suu Kyi leaves the International
Court of Justice dfter the first day of three days of hearings in The
Hague, Netherlands on Dec. 10, 2019.

Associated Press
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A must see landmark:

The Red Anchor

SAN NICOLAS - At the
south east coast of the is-
land, standing alone on a
windswept and barren land
stands a popular Aruba
landmark - a large anchor.
It overlooks the sea just be-
yond, watching over the
shipping lanes. It stands
there in memory and in
honor of all seamen who
have lost their life at sea.

The anchor is a “must see”
landmark when you visit
Aruba. It is among the most
photographed  historical
landmarks for the island.
You want to make sure
you add this stop on your
ifinerary when you are visit-
ing the south coast of Aru-
ba. The bright red anchor
against the backdrop of
the deep blue Caribbean
sea and the azure blue
skies, make a great back-
drop for your vacation pic-
tures.

(I M

The anchor is located at
the entrance to Gate 6 to
the former Lago Colony. It
is on the outskirts of Seroe
Colorado, on the south
east point of the island at
the “T" junction to Baby
Beach.mDepending on
where you are staying on
the island, follow the signs
that indicate the way to
Baby Beach. Once you
reach the T-junction, it will
be right in front of you.

About the Anchor

It will be hard to miss the
anchor, it's huge! The an-
chor that weighs 21,772 ki-
los, is approximately 10 feet
6 inches wide and 15 feet,
6 inches tall.

On the anchor there are
some numbers. The 4112
and 4115, which are be-
lieved to be the serial num-
bers that refer to the “fluke”
or horizontal and vertical
parts of the anchor, re-

spectively. The number
21772K refers to the weight
of the anchor in kilos.

This type of anchor was
manufactured by Hoesch
Dortmund Horde, at a
foundry located in Germa-
ny.

Where did
Come From?
There are a number of sto-
ries as to the origins of the
anchor, which one do you
think it was?2 (Unfortunately
the mystery has never been
solved, so your imagination
can pick which one you
think it might bel)

the Anchor

Story 1:

“According to Mr. Man-
vel M. Curiel, an ex-Lago
Tug Captain, a fully laden
VLCC (Very Large Crude
Carrier)  was seeking a
mooring at the 15-mile an-
chorage, known as Barag,
on the southern part of the
island. This is the usual shal-

low mooring location for
ships awaiting orders, etc.
The weather was rough
with strong current. The
normal procedure is that
they would walk out three
shackles (about 90 feet)
until the anchor touches
the bottom while the chain
must rest on the botftom.
Subsequently, they  will
walk out some extra shack-
les and when the ship starts
fo swing or lean on one
side, the anchor is properly
set. Because of the rough
weather, unfortunately
they did not get the time to
walk out the extra tackles
and because of the ten-
sion exerted on the winch,
it broke, and they lost the
anchor and its chain.*
Story 2:

“Mr. Curiel also said that
at one time a small tanker
with a Korean crew, while
lifting their anchor also lift-
ed another anchor near
the inner harbor. When the
ship asked for assistance,
he went with his tugboat
along with a barge, to help.
But eventually they had to
cut the chain and let the
anchor go to the boftom
because they could not
unftangle them. "

How Did The Anchor Be-
come a Landmark?
Sometime between 1980
and 1985, three gentlemen
(Mr. Wim Martinus — the
Harbormaster of Arubaq;
Mr. August Genser — the
ex-Division Superintendent
of Lago’s Laboratory; and
Mr. Wilie Davis — Owner
of Filtec at Zeewijk in San
Nicolas), were having a
conversation with Mr. Char-
lie Brouns Jr. at his famous
Charlie’s Bar and Restau-
rant in San Nicolas. Charlie,
who was a visionary and
had dreams for develop-

ing the San Nicolas area,
told these gentlemen that
he would like to come up
with something innovative
for the San Nicolas area to
draw tourism to the area.

The "“anchor”, which at
that time was being stored
at the Oranjestad har-
bor, was suggested as an
option. Charlie liked the
idea! He then contfacted
the President of Lago for
permission to acquire the
anchor. He was granted
permission and the anchor
was then relocated fo its
present location and dedi-
cated “To All Seamen” on
the occasion of the closing
of the Lago Oil Refinery on
March 31, 1985.

Through the years the An-
chor was slowly weather-
ing from the wind and salt.
As time passed, sadly the
origin and purpose of the
anchor slowly faded away
from people’s memories.
After Charlie Brouns Jr died
on September 15, 2004, his
friend Mr. Sam Speziale,
requested assistance from
the management of Vale-
ro Aruba Refinery to help
mainfain  the monument.
The Valero Aruba Refin-
ery, graciously sandblasted
and painted the anchor
and poured a concrete
pad around it. On April 17,
2005, the anchor monu-
ment was rededicated “To
All Seamen” in a formal
ceremony in memory of
Charlie Brouns Jr.

Today, the anchor stands
both as memorial to all
seaman who have lost
their lives at sea, but also
as a silent reminder that
Seroe Colorado is part of
San Nicolas and that San
Nicolas is still a vibrant and
important part of the island
of Aruba.(]
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Article by Etnia Nativa

WhatsApp us 592 2702 and book your Aruban experience!
Etnia Nativa is close to high rise Hotels
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Alto Vista history

In the 18th century most of the inhabitants of Aruba
were indigenous who lived on the north coast, one
of the largest communities lived in Alto Vista. As they
were very religious, they had a person a chief with
the name of Antonio Silvester who guided them in the
Christian life and it was who decided to build a stone
chapel with a roof of corn rods, which would serve as
a place of prayer, which in 1750 was blessed by Fa-
ther Algamesi who came from Coro-Venezuela and
appointed Domingo Antonio Silvester as the island’s
first prosecutor in the name of the Spanish crown and
Rome. In 1752 the prosecution passed into the hands
of Antonio Silvester's son-in-law, Miguel Alvarez, who
continued to guide the parishioners in their prayers.

At the end of the eighteen century many inhabit-
ants the island died as a result of the black fever epi-
demic and since people believed that the Alto Vista
area was the most infected, they began to build their
homes further south within the Noord area, so the fown
of Noord began to grow info a community fill getting
its own Church. However religious festivals continued
to be celebrated af this sacred native place, with the
custom of arriving in procession to Alto Vista.

Meanwhile the seat of government of Aruba changed
from Commanders Bay in Savaneta to Paardenbaai
(Horse Bay) thus creating a great center of activities in,
Playa-Oranjestad, so it happened that interest in Alto
Vista and its chapel was lost due to the distance. In
1816 Pastor Pirovano prohibited the use of the Alto Vis-

ta Chapel the year in which the place
was officially banned, in this way the
precarious construction deteriorated,
although by habit natives continued
visiting the place in small groups consid-
ering the site as the cradle of spirituality
in Aruba. Silvester and Alvarez were the
first two prosecutors buried in the Alto
Vista Chapel yard.

In 1944 Maria Francisca Pietersz-Lacle,
with the help of “Wadji” Tromp, gath-
ered 2,000 guilders on one Sunday for
this purpose. They went to request au-
thorization from Monsignor Zepenveld
who was in Curacao but he denied
the authorization in two different visit-

ing occasion, however they contfinued
to raise funds for the construction and
for the third time they visited Monsignor
Zeppenveld in Curacao who finally au-
thorized them and promised that he will
come to his native island for the blessing
of the chapel..d

Did you say that you love Aruba its origins
and cultural heritage? Than this private en-
counter with our columnist anthropologist is
just as you. Sessions created in a gorgeous
setting for visitor with special interests. Ap-
pointment is required. etnianativa03@gmail.
com or Whatsapp us 297 592 2702 for a pri-
vate reservation.
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Get it ALL done at Do It
Center and Super Do It
Center & Groceries

Noord - Sometimes all we
need is one place where
we can do all our shopping
at once. Well, Do it center
and Super Do it Center Gro-
ceries has it all. This is the
largest, local owned Do it
Center in the Caribbean
and best of all a 100% lo-
cally owned family busi-
ness.

How it all began

It was 1938 when Mr. Eric
Ponson starfed his journey
at General Store. Ponson
did not hesitate and decid-
ed to buy General Store.
Buying a store and thus go-
ing from employee to own-
er of a business with a debt
of 11.000 guilders was not
an easy task.

As the saying goes: “Be-
hind every successful man,
is a strong woman”. In the
case of Ponson, this was no
different. As General Store
progressed and  slowly
became successful, Mrs.
Irene Ponson, came in to
assist her husband. Irene
Ponson is a visionary, she
knew exactly where and
how to invest and within
a short amount of time in
1970, General Store moved
to a beftter location at the
Steenweg. This aloud for
a lot more merchandize,
products and employ-
ees. Supply and demand
was as such, that General
Store became the number
1 electrical business. The
place where you went to
find bulbs, cables, outlets or
any other electrical equip-
ment you needed. Business
kept going so well that the
location at the Steenweg
became too small and
was moved later to Dakota
Shopping Paradise and lat-

er to Pedro Gallego Straat.
With this move, an expan-
sion was decided upon
and an electronics store
in Savaneta was opened.
General Store sfill being
very successful was ready
for more growth.

Ricky, Kenneth, Corine and
Frans are the fruits of this
marriage. They worked at
their parent's side every
day until they were ready
fo go abroad to study. In
was in their backyard that
all containers were stalled.
This is why all four children
know everything there is to
know about the business.
Kenneth and Frans howev-
er, decided to further de-
velop their father’s legacy
and continued with their
mother’s dream to expand
the business. An expansion
not in square feet only, but
in merchandize as well. A
great opportunity present-
ed iftself when the Ponson
family was able to buy a
piece of property across
from the airport. In 2007 the
Ponson family moved into
their brand new and huge
building. Ponson’s General
Store now had an electri-
cal department, as house-
wares department, a paint
department and a hard-
ware department.

After a successful opening
and expansion, Kenneth
and Frans who inherited
their mothers vision, de-
cided General Store was
ready for yet another ex-
pansion. Together with in-
vestors a visibility report was
drafted, which resulted in
Noord being a very good
location for another store.
The search for a well locat-
ed property commenced.
Soon after the purchase,

with the support of Mr. Tom
Barfell and management
of Do it Best in the States,
the construction of Do it
Center commenced. Mrs.
Claudia Ponson, Kenneth
his wife, was the master-
mind behind the interior
decoration, making sure
the interior of the store was
according the Do it Best
guidelines.

Fast forward to today. A
Do it Center in Aruba, with
more than 50.000 top of the
line items for interior as well
exterior use, building ma-
terials, STO products and a
top of the line grocery store.
Perseverance, responsibil-
ity, vision and the courage
to invest have made Pon-
son's General Store as suc-
cessful as it is foday.

Super Do It Center Shaba &
Groceries

Located in Shaba, Noord.
This is the last sibling of the
Do It Center family. Here
you will be able to find any-
thing you are looking for.
The building is divided into
several departments from
home to hardware to gro-
ceries. Everything under
one roof.

Groceriese Visit the fully
sfocked supermarket with
fresh fruits and vegetables
and high class meat selec-
tions. Highly known prod-
ucts and brands are here
for you to grab. Every week

Do It Center Groceries of-
fers you great discount on
selected items. Weekly spe-
cials are very popular and
a perfect chance for you
to buy your favorite prod-
ucts at a reduced price.
Need a home makeovere
Do not skip the furniture
department “Leenbakker”.
Here, you will find a divine
collection of European fur-
nifure, worldwide known
for their modern and stylish
features for your bedroom,
bathroom, living room or
kitchen. For your garden
they have a wide selection
of durable furniture special-
ly made for our fropical cli-
mate. Take a walk around
and find some freasures.
Find the perfect accessory
for your house, fitted for
your personality and style.
Modern, elegant, retro in-
dustrial,  whatever  your
style is you will definitely
find something for your per-
sonal taste.

Feeling hungrye Take a
break and relox at the
‘Deli'. Savor a delicious
lunch or a sandwich with a
cup of coffee or perhaps
a wrap. If you are a sweet
tooth you will not be able
to just skip the great variety
of desserts they have. So
tempting!

Do it Center Shaba is open
from Mon to Sat from 8AM
to 8PM and closed on Sun-
day

Do It Center Camacuri

Do it Center Camacuri as
mentioned before was the
first official building of the
Do It Centfer family. After
serving the community
for many years as a mul-
tfipurpose facility this was
recently fransformed to a
department specially des-
ignated for contactors ser-
vices only. Open from Mon
to Fri from 7.30AM to 6PM.
On Sat from 7.30AM- 4PM
and closed on Sunday.

Do It Center Savaneta

This location is the baby
of the family. Here you will
also be able to find every-
thing for your home and
garden and building ma-
terials to build or renovate
your home. Just drive into
the ‘Lumber Drive-Thru’
and the experts will help
you with everything you
need. Open from Mon to
Fri from 8AM to 6PM,

SAT, 10AM-4PM and closed
on Sunday.

For more information go to
www.doit.aw._]
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After shaking up Exxon’s board, Engine No. 1 widens sights

By STAN CHOE

AP Business Writer

NEW YORK (AP) — Few had
heard of Engine No. 1 until
it shocked corporate Amer-
ica this year by pushing
Exxon Mobil to revamp its
board of directors, in part
to focus more on clean
energy. Now it's bringing
its active-ownership ap-
proach to the world of
stock index funds, which sit
at the heart of most inves-
tors’ retirement accounts.
Yasmin Dahya Bilger is
head of exchange-trad-
ed funds at Engine No. 1,
whose ETF began trading in
June under the fticker sym-
bol "VOTE.” It owns 500 of
the largest U.S. stocks, from
Apple to Zillow, and says it
will hold them accountable
by engaging with their ex-
ecutives and votfing af
shareholder meetings.
Many stock funds say they
do the same thing, of
course, and some charge
even lower fees than En-
gine No. 1's. Bilger talked
about how her fund is dif-
ferent and how more inves-
fors are choosing to take
environmental, social and
governance issues info ac-
count in hopes of the best
long-term returns. This con-
versation has been edited
for length and for clarity.

Q: Is Exxon the template for
what Engine No. 1 will try to
do with other companies?
Shake up the board to get
change going?

A: With the Exxon cam-
paign, people like to call us
activists. We like to call our-
selves active owners.
There's a wide toolkit to en-
gage with companies. One
is activism, and frankly we
hope to use that tool the
least. What we're focusing
on now is more collabora-
tive engagements, working
with managements to work
foward key environmen-
tal and other decisions to
drive shareholder value.

Q: And you're trying to do
that with all 500 companies
in the ETF?2

A: We're trying to focus on
several key themes that we
think are important and
a small set of companies
where we think can move
the needle.

We think that there is a
great long-term sharehold-

This undated photo provided by Engine No. 1 LP shows, Yasmin Dahya Bilger, head of ETFs at Engine No. 1.

er value case to make for
key environmental and so-
cialissues. What that means
is we're only going to be
engaged in places where
we think we can make that
sfrong deep economic ar-
gument.

Q: Can you give an exam-
ple?¢

A: We're working very
closely with the manage-
ment of General Motors
on their long-term goal to
electrify their auto fleet.
We're hoping to help them
champion what their strat-
egy is and really give them
the language they can use
with their stakeholders, in-
cluding their shareholders,
to continue with that plan.
Q: Should investors expect
to see change as big and
as quickly as it came about
with Exxon?

A: Markets are so short-term
in nature. This is a long-term
view. Many of these things
— like a focus on the envi-
ronment, net-zero targets
or diversity in the workforce
— they work with share-
holder value. But it's about
that long-term view. A lotf

vz
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of what we're doing has a
long cycle towards if.

Q: You want the ETF's inves-
tors to be excited about
how their votes are cast at
annual shareholder meet-
ings. What if one believes
nuclear power is helpful for
the environment, while an-
other hates it2 Do they get
asaye

A: There's a lot happening
in this space about how to
engage best with share-
holders and get their feed-
back. A lot of startups are
frying to tap into that en-
ergy and feedback. Realis-
fically, we certainly want to
have a pulse on our inves-
tors. What we want to focus
on is fransparency.

Most  shareholders don't
even know that as share-
holders, they have a vote,
and they have a voice.
And they also don’t know
how their votes are being
cast. A person who invests
in our fund will understand
the stance we're taking on
a certain topic.

From an end investor's
point of view, (reports de-
tailing how funds at annuall

meetings) come out in very
long shareholder reports at
the end of the year. A drive
toward real-time disclo-
sure is really important and
something we want to be
the tip of the spear on.

Q: Because the ETF tracks
an index, its performance
shouldn’t differ much from
the broad market's. How
should investors be scoring
you at home?

A: This space, the ESG
space, is very inaccessible
to the average investor,
and it's because we speak
in jargon and create big
yearly reports that nobody

can read and compre-
hend.
What's really important

is the storyteling aspect
of what's actually being
done. One of the most im-
portant things for me is how
we're communicating that
to investors.

Q: Should we expect your
fund to vote very differently
than the big index funds at
shareholder meetings?

A: Historically what you've
seen from large passive
providers is they tended to

Associated Press

vote against environmen-
tal  shareholder propos-
als. Now that's changing.
This year, there's been a
demonstrable increase in
support for a lot of these
proposals, particularly on
climate. But | think there's a
long way to go.

We hope to be the tip of
the spear on this topic,
bringing these issues to light
to the mainstream. Only re-
cently has this concept of
shareholder voting gotten
the spotlight put on if.

Q: The stereotype of ESG
investors is that they're
younger, they're women,
they're more diverse. Is that
the case?

A: ESG may have historical-
ly stayed in certain corners.
That's because a lot of the
conversation was on the
ideology or morality of ESG
investing.

What you're seeing more
recently is we're making a
really strong shareholder
value argument for invest-
ing in this space. | think that
widens the net fo who's ac-
tually interested in coming
with us and participating.[
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Tesla to halt games on infotainment
screens in moving cars

By TOM KRISHER

AP Auto Writer

DETROIT (AP) — Under
pressure from U.S. auto
safety regulators, Tesla has
agreed to stop allowing
video games to be played
on center fouch screens
while its vehicles are mov-
ing.

The National Highway Traf-
fic Safety Administratfion
says the company will send
out asoftware update over
the Internet so the function
called "Passenger Play" will
be locked and won't work
while vehicles are in mo-
tion.

The move comes one
day after the agency an-
nounced it would open a
formal investigation into
distracted driving concerns
about Tesla's video games,
some of which could be
played while cars are be-
ing driven.

An agency spokeswoman
says in a statement Thurs-
day that the change came
after regulators discussed
concerns about the system
with Tesla. The first update
went out Wednesday as
part of Tesla's holiday soft-
ware release, and the rest
of the vehicles should get
it today.

HTTA

Marriott surf club

palm beach

Paltinum Plus

2BRwk 51/52 O.F.$ 160 K

2 BR wk 51/ 52 O.S $55 K each
Call : 011-297-630-1307
johnnypaesch@gmail.com

HTTA

Marriott Surf club
Platinum

2BRGV$ 16K
2BRO.V$17K
2BR0O.S$18K
2BRO.F$25K
3BRO.V$28K
Call:011-297-630-1307
johnnypaesch@gmail.com

HTTA

Marriott Ocean club

Platinum

2BRO.F. $28 K

2BRO.V.$18K

1BRO.F.$ 13K

1BR O.V$11 K

Call :011-297-630-1307

johnnypaesch@gmail.com
214923

Vince Patton, a new Tesla owner, demonstrates on Dec. 8, 2021,
on a closed course in Portland, Ore., how he can play video
games on the vehicle’s console while driving.

The statement says NHTSA
regularly talks about info-
fainment screens with all
automakers. A message
was left Thursday seeking
comment from Tesla, which
has disbanded its media
relations department.

The agency says ifs inves-
tigation of Tesla's feature
will continue even with the
update. It was not clear
whether NHTSA would re-
quire Tesla to do a formal
recall with the update. In
the past the agency has
asked Tesla why it should
not be required to do re-
calls  with safety-related
software updates.

"The Vehicle Safety Act
prohibits manufacturers
from selling vehicles with
defects posing unreason-
able risks to safety, includ-
ing fechnologies that dis-
fract drivers from driving
safely,” NHTSA's statement
said. The agency said it as-
sesses how manufacturers

Associated Press

identify and guard against
distraction hazards due to
misuse or infended use of
screens and other conve-
nience technology.

The agency announced
Wednesday that it would
formally investigate Tesla's
screens after an owner
from the Portland, Oregon,
area filed a complaint
when he discovered that
a driver could play games
while the cars are moving.
The agency said that the
"Passenger Play" feature
could distract the driver
and increase the risk of a
crash.The probe covers
about 580,000 Tesla Models
S, X, Y and 3 from the 2017
through 2022 model years.
In documents detailing the
investigation, NHTSA said

"Passenger Play" has been
available since December
2020. Before that, enabling
gameplay was only pos-
sible when its vehicles were

in park.(d

B Time Share Resales + Realty R

Own or Rent a piece of the Rock
For up to 70 % Off stay @5 Star Resort

* All inventory available
Visit our website :
www.halleytimetravelaruba.com
For more info call:(297) 630-1307
johnnypaesch@gmail.com
also visit(hew):
www.halleyadventures.com
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Beautiful Latin Girls 2§
Pick-up & Delivery
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Classifieds

HTTA

Do you want to sell your

Time -share, Condo or house?
Call the experts 36 years of do-
ing honest

Business
Call:011-297-630-1307
johnnypaesch@gmail.com

HTTA

Divi Village

Eagle Beach

Studio week # 1 room # 8201
19 weeks remain $ 7 K
Studio week # 1 room # 3101
31 weeks remain $7 K

Call : 011-297-630-1307
johnnypaesch@gmail.com

Ambassador wings

( casa del mar)

Eagle beach

1 BR week 52 room # 1235
Price : $ 10 K
Call:011-297-630-1307
johnnypaesch@gmail.com

HTTA

Renaissance Ocean Suites
Private Islands

1 BR week # 51 room # 2530
Ocean view $ 11 K

1 BR week 51 and 52 room
#2314

Garden view $ 22K both weeks
1 BR week 1 room #2522 10K
Call:011-297-630-1307
johnnypaesch@gmail.com

HTTA

la Cabana Beach and casino
Eagle beach

1 BR week # 49 room # 220 A
1 BR week # 50 room # 308 A
Price : $5 K each

Call : 011-297-630-1307
johnnypaesch@gmail.com

HTTA

House for sale

Spaans lagoon

3 Bedroom 2 bath Ocean view

Price : $340 K

Call :011-297-630-1307

johnnypaesch@gmail.com
214917

HTTA

Aruba Divi Phoenix
Palm beach

1 Br wk # 50 room # 1406
30 weeks remain $ 8 K

1 Br wk #52 room # 401
25 weeks remain $ 12 K
Call : 011-297-6301307
johnnypaesch@gmail.com

STSP

Violence Against Women

HTTA

Condo For sale

Tierra Del Sol Golf

3 bedroom 2 1/2 bath
Ocean view Fully furnished
With garage $450 K

Call :011-297-630-1307
johnnypaesch@gmail.com

HTTA

Condo for sale

Gold Coast

2 Bedroom , 2 bath $ 290 K
3 Bedroom , 3 Bath $480 K
2 BR 2 Bath with pool $385K
Call:011-297-630-1307
johnnypaesch@gmail.com

HTTA

Condo for sale

Le Vent on eagle beach

2 Bedroom 2 Bath 5th floor $
800K

3 Bedroom 2 bath ground floor
$800K

Call: 011-297-630-1307
johnnypaesch@gmail.com

HTTA

Eagle resort

Eagle beach

1 BR wk # 2 room # 2579

1 BR wk # 3,4 room # 3556
Call: 011-297-630-1307
johnnypaesch@gmail.com

HTTA

Eagle Resort

Eagle beach

3 BR wk # 51 and 52 room #
2548

$60 K both weeks

2 BRwk # 2 3,4 room # 3508
Call:011-297-630-1307
johnnypaesch@gmail.com

HTTA

Divi Village Golf

Eagle beach

Studio wk # 2 room # 4205 $9 K
1 Bedroom wk #3 room # 4102
$8 K

22 weeks remain each
Call:011-297-630-1307
johnnypaesch@gmail.com

HTTA

Divi Village Golf

Eagle beach

1 BR wk # 3,4,5 room # 4226
24 weeks remain $9 K each

2 BR wk# 3 room # 4215/4216
23 weeks remain $ 18 K
Call:011-297-630-1307
johnnypaesch@gmail.com

HTTA

Divi Village

Eagle beach

Platinum floating week

1 BR 18 weeks remain $ 8 K
Studio 25 weeks remain $7 K
Call:011-297-630-1307
johnnypaesch@gmail.com

For Sale week 52 fixed
Divi Golf Eagle building ground
floor 1 bedroom sleeps 4
Price: US$17,000 OBO
Call: 297 5930040
214920

Casa del Mar 2BR/2B
Week 2/1113 (17k);
Week 5/1315 (19Kk);
Week 8/1113 (18k);
Week 8/1409 (18k);
Week 9/1218 (16k);
Week 10/1207 (16k);
Week 13/1509 (13k);
Week 14/1308 (13k);
Week 15/1217 (10k).
CDMOwner@gmail.com
U.S. Cell: (860)992-3890

214832

ITEDAY ___BSNDIA

'How to

Downtown

reeach us!
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HTTA

Aruba Divi Phoenix

Palm beach

1 BR week 52 $12 K

Sleep 4 on the 4 th floor in the
tower

2 BR PH week 1 room # 770
Call : 011-297-630-1307
johnnypaesch@gmail.com

HTTA

La cabana beach and casino
Eagle beach

1 BR wk # 51 room # 329 A

1 BR wk #52 and 1

room# 117 A

Thursday check in

Price : $9 K each
Call:011-297-630-1307
johnnypaesch@gmail.com

HTTA

Divi Village

Eagle beach

Studio wk # 5 room # 8105
16 weeks remain

Studio wk # 6 room # 6202
17 weeks remain

Price : $ 8 K each

Call :011-297-630-1307
johnnypaesch@gmail.com

214923

HEALTH

DOCTOR ON DUTY

Oranjestad

Hospital 7:00 pm / 10:00pm
Tel. 527 4000

San Nicolas

Imsan 24 hours
Tel.524 8833

PHARMACY ON DUTY

Oranjestad:

del Pueblo Tel. 582 1253
San Nicolas:

Centro Medico Tel. 584 5794

OTHER

Dental Clinic 587 9850
Blood Bank Aruba 587 0002
Urgent Care 586 0448
Walk-In Doctor’s Clinic
+297 588 0539

EMERGENCY

Police 100
Oranjestad 527 3140
Noord 527 3200
Sta. Cruz 527 2900
San Nicolas 584 5000
Police Tipline 11141
Ambulancia 911

Fire Dept. 115

Red Cross 582 2219
TAXI SERVICES

Taxi Tas 587 5900
Prof. Taxi 588 0035
Taxi D.T.S. 587 2300

Taxi Serv. Aruba 583 3232

A1 Taxi Serv. 280 2828
TRAVEL INFO
ruba Airport 524 2424
merican Airlines 582 2700
vianca 588 0059
Jet Blue 588 2244
Surinam 582 7896

AID FOUNDATIONS

FAVI- Visually Impaired
Tel. 582 5051

IAlcoholics Anonymous
Tel. 736 2952

Narcotics Anonymous
Tel. 583 8989

Fundacion Contra Violencia
Relacional Tel. 583 5400

ICentre for Diabetes
Tel. 524 8888

IChild Abuse Prevention
Tel. 582 4433

Quota Club Tel. 525 2672

General Info
Phone Directory Tel. 118

~
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Outlets hurt by dwindling public interest in news in 2021

By DAVID BAUDER

AP Media Writer

NEW YORK (AP) — The presi-
dential election, pandemic
and racial reckoning were
stories that drove intense
interest and engagement
to news outlets in 2020. To
a large degree, 2021 rep-

resented the inevitable
hangover.
Various metrics illustrate

the dwindling popularity of
news content.

Cable news networks were
the main form of evening
entertainment for millions
of Americans last year. In
2021, weekday prime-time
viewership dropped 38%
at CNN, 34% at Fox News
Channel and 25% at MS-
NBC, according to the
Nielsen company.

The decline was less steep
but still significant at broad-
cast  television evening
newscasts: 12% at ABC'’s
“World News Tonight” and
the "CBS Evening News;”
14% at NBC's “Nightly
News,"” Nielsen said.

The Trump era saw explo-
sive subscriber growth for
some digital news sites
like The New York Times
and Washington Post. Yet
readers aren't spending
as much time there; Com-
score said the number of
unique Vvisitors to the Post’s
site was down 44% in No-
vember compared to No-
vember 2020, and down
34% at the Times.

While a Dec. 23 headline on

Exterior images, from left, appear of CNN headquarters on Aug. 24, 2014, in Atlanta, the New
York Times building on June 22, 2019, in New York, News Corporation headquarters with Fox
News studios on July 31, 2021, in New York and The One Franklin Square Building, home of The
Washington Post, on Feb. 8, 2019, in downtown Washington.

the Los Angeles Times front
page — “How Much More
Can We Take?" — referred
to COVID-19, it could easily
be applied to the news ap-
petite in general.

For the most part, smart
news executives knew the
peaks of 2020 were not
sustainable. “It was entirely
predictable,” said news
media analyst Ken Doctor.
Perhaps that was most ob-
vious at the cable news
networks. They built a
prime-time model almost
entirely focused on political
combat during the Trump
years, which made it dif-
ficult for them to pivot to
something different, said
Tom Rosenstiel, a journalism
professor at the University
of Maryland.

“You become, to some ex-
tent, a prisoner of the audi-
ence you built,” Rosenstiel
said.

Those networks remain fo-

cused on politics even as
viewership interest wanes.
The media monitoring com-
pany NewsWhip looked at
14 million political articles
online last year and found
they had an average of
924 engagements, or so-
cial media interactions. The
13.5 million articles News-
Whip has fraced in 2021
had an average of 321 en-
gagements.

To a certain extent, these
outlets have turned else-
where for revenue oppor-
tunities, Doctor said. CNN is
preparing to debut a new
sfreaming service early
next year, and recently
poached Fox News' Chris
Wallace to join that effort.
Fox News, while doubling

down on conservative
commentary following
perceived threats from

outlets like Newsmax and
OANN, directed fans to its
Fox Nation streaming ser-

Associated Press

vice. Arguably Fox's most
attention-getting program-
ming of the year was a
documentary on the Jan. 6
Capitol riot by Tucker Carl-
son, that asserted it was an
effort to silence Trump sup-
porters.

Both CNN and MSNBC face
key programming decisions
in the new year. CNN must
replace its most popular
host, Chris Cuomo, who
was fired after it was re-
vealed how he helped his
brother through a political
scandal. MSNBC must re-
place Brian Williams in its
lineup and will most likely
see its most popular per-
sonality, Rachel Maddow,
cut back on her hours.
Although usage of the
Times' digital site is down,
the company passed 8 mil-
lion subscriptions and is on
pace to grow further. Doc-
tor said the Times has done
an effective job of diversi-

fying beyond politics, most
notably with its Wirecutter
service of consumer rec-
ommendations.

Leaders at the Post have
wrestled with how to deal
their readers’ dependence
on polifical fare, according
fo the Wall Street Journal.
The company is looking
internationally for growth
opportunities, Doctor said,
a focus that plays to the
strength of its new execu-
tive editor, Sally Buzbee.
"People to some degree
have focused inward,”
Rosenstiel said. “They're
getting the news that they
need but it's not as much
news as it was a year ago.”
Particularly for the natfion-
al news outlets, Rosenstiel
said 2021 may best be
remembered as a fransi-
tional year away from the
frenzied news pace of the
Trump years.

He sees the effect of those
years in the intensity with
which the media has cov-
ered every ftwist and turn
of legislative negotiations
over President Joe Biden's
"Build Back Better” bill. Like
most work in  Congress,
it's slow-moving and filled
with incremental develop-
menfs.

He's concerned that con-
cenfratfion on this story has
distracted from other priori-
ties, including focusing on
local efforts to restrict vot-
ing rights, ultimately a more
important story._]

By RYAN PEARSON

AP Entertainment Writer
LOS ANGELES (AP) — Di-
rector and producer Jean-

- '3

Jean-Marc Vallée arrives at the 29th American Cinematheque
Awards honoring Reese Witherspoon at the Hyatt Regency
Century Plaza on Oct. 30, 2015, in Los Angeles.

Associated Press

Marc Vallée, who won an
Emmy for directing the
hit HBO series “Big Little
Lies” and whose 2013 drao-

‘Dallas Buyers Club’ director Jean-

Marc Valléee dead at 58

ma “Dallas Buyers Club”
earned multiple Oscar
nominatfions, has died. He
was 58.

His representative Bumble
Ward said Sunday that
Vallée died suddenly in
his cabin outside Quebec
City, Canada, over the
weekend.

Vallée was acclaimed for
his naturalistic approach
to filmmaking, directing
stars including Reese With-
erspoon, Nicole Kidman,
Amy Adams and Jake Gyl-
lenhaal over the past de-
cade.

He directed Emily Blunt
in 2009's “The Young Vic-

foria” and became a
sought-after name in Holly-
wood after “Dallas Buyers
Club,” featuring Matthew
McConaughey and Jared
Leto, earned six Academy
Awards nominations, in-
cluding best picture.

He often shot with natural
light and hand-held cam-
eras and gave actors free-
dom to improvise the script
and move around within a
scene’s location.

The crew roamed up and
down the Pacific Coast
Trail to shoot Witherspoon
in 2014’s “Wild.”

“They can move anywhere
they want,” the Canadian

filmmaker said of his actors
in a 2014 interview with The
Associated Press.

“It's giving the importance
fo storytelling, emotion,
characters. | try not fo in-
terfere foo much. | don't
need fto cut performances.
Often, the cinematogro-
pher and | were like, ‘This
location sucks. It's not very
nice. But, hey, that’s life."”
He re-teamed with With-
erspoon to direct the first
season of “Big Little Lies” in
2017, and directed Adams
in 2018's “Sharp Objects,”
also for HBO.

Vallée won DGA awards
for both.(Q
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By ROB MAADDI

AP Pro Football Writer

Josh Johnson joined the
Ravens 10 days ago, and
the well-tfraveled quarter-
back started his first game
in 1,092 days with first place
in the AFC North on the line
Sunday at Cincinnati.

The Chargers didn't have
outside linebacker Joey
Bosa, running back Austin
Ekeler, receiver Mike Wil-
liams and center Corey Lin-
sley when they faced the
Texans. The Vikings were
missing running back Dal-
vin Cook for their matchup
against the Rams.

Blame COVID-19.

Several other teams also
were missing key players on
the reserve/COVID-19 list.
As the NFL's regular season
winds down, expect more
teams to play important
games without some of
their starters because play-
ers confinue to test posi-
tive despite the league's
revised protocols requiring
less testing.

Baltimore, already missing

For every 5 contactless transactions
with your Mastercard, you donate 1 tree

to for
the greatest global need.

2019 NFL MVP Lamar Jack-
son and 10 other players
due to injuries, lost backup
quarterback Tyler Huntley
and four others to the CO-
VID-19 list, forcing Johnson
to start against the Bengals.
The Ravens had no chance,
even though Johnson was
28 of 40 for 304 yards with
two touchdowns and one
interception. They lost 41-
21 to the Bengals and fell to
8-7, decreasing their play-
off odds.

"It's just challenging circum-
stances allthe way around,”
Ravens coach John Har-
baugh said. "l thought our
guys fought hard and did
the best they could under
the circumstances.

That's what you ask for. ...
You want to be full sfrength.
You always strive to be
full strength with what you
have, but that isn't how the
world works. That's not the
world we live in all the time.
So, I'm sure that they're full
stfrength, and that's good
for them.

But we're not, and that's just

in geographies that represent

temporary. So, we'll keep
fighting and see what we
can do next week."

The Chargers had more
than a dozen players side-
lined due to COVID-19,
while lowly Houston was
missing 16 players, includ-
ing top receiver Brandin
Cooks, cenfer Justfin Britt,
defensive end Jonathan
Greenard and kicker Ka'imi
Fairbairn.  Somehow, the
Texansrolled to a 41-29 win,
damaging Los Angeles'
playoff hopes. The inconsis-
tent Chargers (8-7) are tied
with Baltimore and Las Ve-

gas (8-7).
Without Cook, the Vikings
stfruggled inside the red

zone in a 30-23 loss to the
Rams.

The loss dropped Minne-
sota (7-8) out of a playoff
spotf, and the Vikings will
need help, plus wins, to get
in.

Other teams overcame
their COVID-19 losses to
earn victories Sunday.

The Chiefs had no frouble
routing Pittsburgh 35-10 de-

Baltimore Ravens quarterback Josh Johnson throws before an
NFL football game against the Cincinnati Bengals, Sunday, Dec.
24, 2021, in Cincinnati.

spite playing without Tra-
vis Kelce, kicker Harrison
Butker and punter Tommy
Townsend.

The Bills beat the Patriots on
the road to move into first
place in the AFC East with-
out receivers Cole Beasley
and Gabriel Davis, starting
right guard Jon Feliciano
and two assistant coaches.
The Jets had 20 players
on the COVID-19 list and
played without coach Rob-

Associated Press

ert Saleh, but they defeat-
ed Jacksonville in a game
for draft positioning.

Eagles coach Nick Sirianni
fested positive Wednesday
morning, hours after a win
over Washington on Tues-
day night. But he cleared
protocols Saturday and
was on the sideline for Phil-
adelphia's 34-10 win over
New York that vaulted the
Eagles (8-7) into the No. 7
seed in the NFC.[J]
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Blueprint: Can 'Bama'’s success help Michigan vs. Georgia?

By RALPH D. RUSSO

AP College Football Writer
FORT LAUDERDALE, Fla. (AP)
— Georgia's defense was
nearly invincible for three
months, allowing less than
a touchdown per game.
Then came the Southeast-
ern Conference champi-
onship game against Ala-
bama, where the Crimson
Tide seemingly cracked
the code on the Bulldogs'
stingy D in a 41-24 victory.
As No. 2 Michigan prepares
to face No. 3 Georgia in
the College Football Play-
off semifinal at the Orange
Bowl on Friday night, how
much of Alabama's plan
can be replicated by the
Wolverines?

"It's hard to say blueprint
because if it only happens
one game in a year it ob-
viously didn't work too well
for too many other people,”
Michigan offensive coordi-
nator Josh Gattis said Mon-
day. "But you know, it does
give you a little bit of confi-
dence." Good teams have
bad games, but Geor-

gia's defensive meltdown
against Alabama was a
special kind of outlier.
Since 2000, only four teams
have held their oppo-
nents below 10 points per
game for an entire season:
Alabama in 2011 (8.15);
USC in 2008 (2.0); Miami
in 2001 (9.36); and TCU in
2000 (9.64). Georgia has
a chance to become the
fifth, entering the playoff
having allowed 9.5 points
per game. None of those
previous four teams al-
lowed more than 27 points
in a regular-season game.
The 41 points Georgia al-
lowed to the Crimson Tide
represents a third of the
Bulldogs' season total of
124,

Going back to 2009, no
defense that has led the
nation in yards per play —
which Georgia currently
does at 4.01 — has had
a worse single game than
the 7.66 ypp the Bulldogs
allowed to Alabama.

Only Texas in 2009 (7.29
against Texas A&M) and

Alabama in 2011 (7.41 to
Georgia Southern) have
led the country in yards
per play allowed and had
a game in which they per-
mitted more than 7.0 yards
per play. Georgia defen-
sive coordinator Dan Lan-
ning, who is working two
jobs these days as he pre-
pares to take over as Ore-
gon head coach, said one
poor performance didn't
send the Bulldogs scram-
bling back to the drawing
board. "l think you have to
approach it like any game
that we have had this sea-
son where you go back
and you fry fo be analyti-
cal, regardless of the re-
sult," Lanning said. "We take
a deep dive every single
game when we're success-
ful, we take a deep dive
when we're not."

The Bulldogs weren't about
fo share any schematic
tweaks they may have
made over the past month
fo shore up a defense that
generated no sacks and al-
lowed Alabama receivers

to run free.

Mostly, the Bulldogs talked
about getting back to bao-
sics: Tracking the ball in the
air, fackling in space, get-
ting multiple defenders to
a ball carrier and commu-
nicating. "lt's just the little
things that make a big dif-
ference when it comes to
the games. A lot of people
might not think so, but we
think so and that's why
we're really focused on
that," Bulldogs safety Lewis
Cine said.

Lanning said Michigan's of-
fense stresses a defense's
discipline with misdirection,
moftion and some gadget-
ry. The Wolverines are run
heavy, but still have more
plays of 50-plus yards (17)
than any team in major col-
lege football this season.
"There's multiple plays they
use to set up the next play,
whether it be play-action
runs to set up play-action
shots down the field; wheth-
er it be their misdirection
game, with reverses, fleo-
flickers," Lanning said. "They

do a great job utilizing trick
plays to get the ball down
extended down the field,
as well as those shots."
ESPN analyst Kirk Herbstreit,
who will call the Orange
Bowl, said the Alabama
game wasn't so  much
about what the Crimson
Tide ran but who was run-
ning it. Heisman Trophy
winner Bryce Young (421
yards passing) and receiv-
er Jameson Williams (seven
catches for 184 yards and
two TDs) took apart a Geor-
gia secondary that had not
been similarly challenged
all season.

"But | don't think Michigan
has an offense that nec-
essarily can just draw up
a play or a sequence of
plays and say, 'OK, we're
going to be in a good spot
fo run the exact same of-
fensive scheme that Ala-
bama did. Hey, Alabama
gave us the blueprint, let's
just do exactly what 'Bama
did," Herbstreit said. "Just
because that's not their
identity."l



